Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Period: ________________
Classification & Dichotomous Keys

First, we’re going to review what dichotomous keys are and how to use them by classifying some birds. Use the pictures and follow the key to identify each bird:

Bird #1 __________________________________________________________
Bird #2 __________________________________________________________
Bird #3 __________________________________________________________
Bird #4 __________________________________________________________
Bird #5 __________________________________________________________
Bird #6 __________________________________________________________
Bird #7 __________________________________________________________
Bird #8 __________________________________________________________
Bird #9 __________________________________________________________
Bird #10 _________________________________________________________
Bird #11 _________________________________________________________
Bird #12 _________________________________________________________
Bird #13 _________________________________________________________

1. How many choices do you have for each step of the key? 


2. In general, does the key get more or less specific as you go through the steps?


3. Which would be the best characteristics to design a dichotomous key for leaves around?
a. Where you found the leaf
b. Color of the leaf
c. Shape of the leaf
d. Size of the leaf when you found it


[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, you are going to make a dichotomous key of your own! Use the following steps and make sure your poster meets the following expectations:

1. Use the most general traits that can be used to divide organisms into two categories. These two categories will become 1a and 1b. Example:
	1.a………………. Go to 2
	1.b……….……….Go to 3
2. The second step (2a and 2b) needs to consist of a pair of statements that will allow for the identification of one organisms (2b should ID one organism).
3. Every statement after the second should allow for the identification of one or two organisms.
4. The last pair of statements (i.e. 10a and 10b) should identify two organisms (1 organism each).
5. There should be one less step than the total number of organisms (ex. If you have 6 organisms, you should have 5 paired statements to identify them all).
6. The more similarities the group of organisms has, the more difficult the key is to develop. Try to choose characteristics that are different to make classifying the organisms easier.


Before you write on your poster, I would suggest drafting your dichotomous key on a separate piece of paper so that you can figure it out and not have to erase or make any mistakes on your poster. Your poster needs to be neat, organized and easy to follow. Make sure your dichotomous key makes sense and that all 10 items are included. Instead of writing what your items will be identified as, tape or glue the item to the poster after the step that identifies that item. If you’re confused, refer to the example at the front of the room. 
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